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Abstract 
The study identified: the infrastructural and facility challenges of young 
textile and clothing entrepreneurs, the influence of these challenges on them, 
and, strategies for meeting the challenges. A survey research design was 
used for the study. The population for the study was 598 while the sample 
was 239 entrepreneurs. Questionnaire was used for data collection. Data was 
analysed using percentages and mean. Major findings include that young 
entrepreneurs have problems with adequate power supply in their 
environments, among others. 

 
 

An entrepreneur is an ambitious leader who combines land, labour, and capital to create and 
market new goods or services. Igbo (2006) added that an economist considers an entrepreneur to be 
one who brings resources, labour, materials and other assets into combinations that make their value 
greater than before and also introduces changes, innovations and a new order. Thus entrepreneurship, 
according to Ombugadu (2007), involves recognising a business opportunity, mobilizing resources 
and persisting to exploit that opportunity. Entrepreneurship includes the creation of an organization 
and the exploration of the activities that keep the organisation that was created vibrant in order for it 
to contribute to the sustenance of the economy of the society in which the organisation is created.    

Youths who are business owners are termed young entrepreneurs. These group of individuals 
known as the young entrepreneurs could be in secondary schools, secondary school graduates, tertiary 
institutions or graduates of tertiary schools. Most young entrepreneurs own small business 
establishments, especially at the inception of the establishment. The small business sector, especially 
establishments owned by young entrepreneurs, contributes significantly in job creation and in the 
elimination of poverty. Of course many young entrepreneurs own textile and clothing establishments 
in Nigeria.  

Textile and clothing establishments are businesses that can be initiated after acquiring skills that 
can lead to the use of fabrics to make up coverings either for the body or for other surfaces like beds. 
In order to operate these establishments, entrepreneurs face a lot of challenges that relate to the 
infrastructure and facilities required to make such an establishment a success. Challenges are those 
things encountered while carrying out a particular task and which tend to deter the individual from 
progressing in the task. Facility and infrastructural challenges are common in every textile and 
clothing establishment in Nigeria. With this unfavourable climate for entrepreneurship in Nigeria, 
some mechanisms of assistance are worth putting in place to help the young entrepreneurs.  

Challenges that can affect the progress of the establishments and make the prosperity of the 
business to be slow can make young entrepreneurs to lose confidence in the business. Conclusively, 
all the challenges that can adversely affect the rate at which young entrepreneurs complete their 
productions to satisfy their customers can lead to the closure of their establishments. Infrastructural 
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and facility challenges can be problems with location of a business, rents, good roads to transport 
goods, nearness to power supply, nearness to the market, and so on.  

All these and more cases of infrastructural and facility challenges faced by young textile and 
clothing entrepreneurs can hinder the progress of their establishments. They can also lead to the 
closure of such establishments. This is why it is imperative that the infrastructural and facility 
challenges faced by young entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments are identified and 
strategies devised to meet those challenges. 
 
Statement of the Problem 

There are a lot of infrastructural and facility problems that are facing entrepreneurs in the 
Nigerian society. If there is a total access to computer and other newer technologies in the society, it 
will help any young textile and clothing entrepreneur to run their establishments conveniently. Most 
businesses lack access to the Internet, which could have been used in a variety of ways, and primarily 
for marketing purposes. Even when this is available, Ikpe and Onwe (2007) pointed out that power 
supply from the public source in Nigeria is usually erratic and unreliable. If the nation can not afford 
to make the power supply in Nigeria to become constant, then there is need for every textile and 
clothing establishment to have a stand-by generator which will be used when the public power source 
fails. This does not only pollute the environment with noise and fumes, it also raises the cost of 
production for young textile and clothing entrepreneurs since most works in these establishments 
require consistent use of power.   

Young entrepreneurs can be capable of performing their various tasks in their establishments. 
They can also be very committed to their visions in their establishments. Despite all these about 
young entrepreneurs, they need to be encouraged by reducing the amount of infrastructural and 
facility challenges they face in their entrepreneurship environments. Ikpe and Onwe (2007) observed 
that when some businesses encounter difficulties in their operating environment, they easily exit the 
industry. Of course this is more common among young entrepreneurs. 
 
Purpose of the Study  
 The major purpose of this study was to emphasize the need for infrastructural and facility 
development in favour of young textile and clothing entrepreneurs. Specifically the study identified 
the following:  

 Infrastructure and facility challenges faced by young entrepreneurs in textile and 
clothing establishments  

 Influence of these various challenges on young entrepreneurs and on their textile and 
clothing establishments  

 strategies for meeting the infrastructural and facility challenges faced by young 
entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments  

 
Research Questions 
The following research questions guided the study: 

 What are the infrastructural and facility challenges faced by young entrepreneurs in 
textile and clothing establishments in Lagos State? 

 What are the influences of these challenges on young entrepreneurs and on their textile 
and clothing establishments in Lagos State? 
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 What are the strategies for meeting the infrastructure and facility challenges faced by 
young entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments in Lagos State? 

 
Hypothesis 

The hypothesis below was tested at 0.05 level of significant. 
H01: There will be no significant difference between the infrastructural and facility 

challenges faced by young female entrepreneurs and young male entrepreneurs in 
textile and clothing establishments in Lagos State. 

 
Methodology 
Area of Study:    The study was conducted in Lagos state. Lagos is divided into five Administrative 
Divisions, which are further divided into thirty-seven Local Government Areas.  This study was 
conducted specifically in three Local Government Administrative Divisions of Lagos state; these are 
the Lagos Division, Ikeja Division and Badagry Division. These areas were chosen because they 
contained the major cities of Lagos state and they also contain a good number of textile and clothing 
establishments. 
 
Population of the Study: The population for this study is five hundred and ninety-eight (598) textile 
and clothing entrepreneurs. These are the total number of textile and clothing entrepreneurs that were 
registered by the Local Government Administrative Divisions of Lagos State. These individuals were 
chosen because they are in a better position to explain the situations of young entrepreneurs in textiles 
and clothing establishments in Lagos State.  
 
Sample and Sampling Technique: Simple random sampling technique was used to select 239 
entrepreneurs from three local government administrative divisions of Lagos state. 110 entrepreneurs 
were sampled from Lagos division, 79 entrepreneurs were sampled from Ikeja division and 50 
entrepreneurs were also sampled from Badagry division. This sample was made up of 120 
entrepreneurs who were aged thirty-five and below, and, 119 entrepreneurs who were above thirty-
five years of age.  
 
Instrument for Data Collection: The instrument for data collection was a structured questionnaire. It 
was developed based on the purpose of the study and intensive review of literature. It contained 
fifteen items and was validated by five experts in the departments of Home Economics, Business 
Education and Industrial Technical Education of the University of Nigeria Nsukka. Test-retest was 
used to test the reliability of the instrument on ten textiles and clothing entrepreneurs in Nsukka. The 
two sets of scores were correlated using the Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient. The 
correlation coefficient obtained from the analysis was 0.90. This indicates a high correlation between 
the two sets of scores.    
 
Method of Data Collection:  The instrument was administered with the help of three field 
assistants. The mode of administration of the questionnaire was face to face or on the spot. The 
questionnaires were completed and returned on the spot. Proper guidance was given to textile and 
clothing entrepreneurs where there was need for that. 
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Method of data Analysis: Data was organised using frequency distribution and the mean was 
used for data analysis. The mean scores were used to determine the perceived importance level 
expressed on a 5-point Likert scale, which was adopted for each of the items. A mean rating of 3.50 
was used for decision making. The criterion level or the cut-off point was determined using the 
internal scale. The appropriate boundary of the mean was 3.50 and this was used as the cut off point 
because it was the upper limit of the mean. Using this, when the average scores of respondents to an 
item were equal to or greater than the criterion level of 3.50, the item was accepted and if otherwise, 
the item was rejected. 
 
Data Presentation 
Tables 1 to 4 below shows the data collected and data analysis that were made in the study.  
 

Table 1: Mean Responses of Respondents on Infrastructural and Facility Challenges Faced 
by Young Entrepreneurs in Textile and Clothing establishments in Lagos State  
 

S/N Infrastructural and Facility Challenges                                                               X‾ Remark 
1 Difficulty in choosing a location for a business 3.07  Rejected 
2 Inadequate power supply 4.88 Accepted 
3 Bad roads to transport goods 3.67 Accepted 
4 Inability to locate where rent is fair 4.01 Accepted 
5 Inability to embrace new technology because of the small size of their 

business 
 
3.46 

 
 Rejected 

6 Less time to accumulate capital or assets to be used as collateral for a 
loan 

 
3.89 

 
Accepted 

 
In the data analysis shown in table 1, it was discovered that young entrepreneurs face 

challenges with power supply, and absence of good roads to transport their goods. They also find it 
difficult locating where rents are reduced and they have less number of years to accumulate capital or 
assets to be used as collateral for loans. They do not have challenges in choosing their business 
locations and they embrace new technologies despite the small sizes of their establishments. 

 
Table 2: Mean Responses of Respondents on the Influence of the Challenges on the Young 
Entrepreneurs and on their Textiles and Clothing Establishments  

 
S/N Influence of the Various Challenges X‾ Remark 
7 Challenges that can affect the progress of 

the establishments can make young 
textile and clothing entrepreneurs to loss 
confidence in the business  

 
 
4.51  

 
 
Accepted 

8 When young textile and clothing 
entrepreneurs encounter difficulties in 
their operating environment, they easily 
quit the industry 

 
 
3.84 

 
 
Accepted 
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9 Young textile and clothing entrepreneurs 
that have closed down their 
establishments remain unemployed in the 
Nigerian society.  

 
 
2.59 

 
 
 Rejected 

10 Unemployed young textile and clothing 
entrepreneurs are poor  

 
3.59 

 
Accepted 

 
Table 2 above shows that when young textile and clothing entrepreneurs encounter 

challenges in their entrepreneurship environments, especially challenges that affect the progress of 
their establishments, they loss confidence in the business. Such challenges can also make them to quit 
the business. It was also accepted that these challenges can make these individuals to become poor 
when they quit their establishments. It was discovered that these individuals must not remain 
unemployed when they exit the industry since they can be employed in other economic sectors.  

 
Table 3: Mean Responses of Respondents on Strategies for Meeting the Infrastructural and 
Facility Challenges of Young Entrepreneurs  
 

11 Families should provide landed properties to support young 
people who want to start businesses    

 
3.02 

   
   Rejected 
 

12 Young entrepreneurs should access modern technology  2.50    Rejected 
 

13 House owner should reduce rents for young entrepreneurs  3.72   Accepted 
 

14 Power Holding Company of Nigeria should provide adequate 
power supply 

4.88    Accepted 

15 Government should provide good roads to transport goods 3.09    Rejected 
 

From the data in table 3, strategies for meeting the infrastructural and facility challenges of 
young entrepreneurs are house owners reducing rents for them and provision of adequate power 
supplies in Nigeria. Families providing landed properties for young entrepreneurs were not seen as a 
strategy for meeting their challenges. Young entrepreneurs having access to modern technology and 
good roads were not considered to be good strategies for meeting their infrastructural and facility 
challenges.   
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Table 4: t-test Analysis of Infrastructural and Facility Challenges Faced by Young Female 
Entrepreneurs and Young Male Entrepreneurs in Textile and Clothing Establishments in 
Lagos State  
 

S/N Infrastructural and Facility 
Challenges                                                              

X‾1 S1 X‾2 S2 t-cal Remark 

1 Difficulty in choosing a location 
for a business 

 
2.76 

 
1.38 

 
3.58 

 
1.88 

 
-2.48 

 
S 

2 Inadequate power supply 4.36 1.07 2.67 2.13 4.69 S 
3 Bad roads to transport goods 3.40 1.41 3.92 1.56 -1.73 N.S 
4 Inability to locate where rent is 

fair 
 
3.91 

 
1.32 

 
2.73 

 
1.92 

 
3.58 

 
S 

6 Inability to embrace new 
technology because of the small 
size of their business 

 
 
2.28 

 
 
1.44 

 
 
3.48 

 
 
1.93 

 
 
-3.43 

 
 
S 

7 Less time to accumulate capital 
or assets to be used as collateral 
for a loan 

 
 
3.46 

 
 
1.57 

 
 
3.80 

 
 
1.39 

 
 
-1.21 

 
 
N.S 

 
Young male and female entrepreneurs experience the same set of challenges when there are 

bad road and they both do not have capital or assets to be used as collateral for loans in their 
establishments. They have different experiences in choosing a location for business, getting adequate 
power supply and in locating where the rent is reduced. They also have different experiences in their 
abilities to embrace new technologies.  
 
Findings 
The following findings were made in the study: 

1. Young entrepreneurs face challenges with power supply, and, absence of good roads to 
transport their goods. They also find it difficult locating where rents are high and they 
have less time to accumulate capital or assets to be used as collateral for loans. It was 
accepted that they do not have challenges in choosing their business locations and they 
embrace new technologies despite the small sizes of their establishments. 
 

2. When these entrepreneurs encounter challenges in their entrepreneurship environments 
which can affect the progress of their establishments, such make them to loss confidence 
in the business. These challenges can go to the extent of making them to quit the industry. 
These individuals become poor when they quit their establishments. It was shown that 
these individuals must not remain unemployed when they exit the industry. 
 

3. Strategies for meeting the infrastructural and facility challenges of young entrepreneurs 
include reduction of rents for them and provision of adequate power supplies in Nigeria. 
Families providing landed properties for young entrepreneurs were not seen as a strategy 
for meeting their challenges. Young entrepreneurs having access to modern technology 
and good roads were not considered to be good strategies for meeting their infrastructural 
and facility challenges.   
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4. There was no significant difference in the experiences of young male and female 

entrepreneurs when there are bad roads and they both do not have capital or assets to be 
used as collateral for loans in their establishments. There were significant differences in 
their experiences while choosing business locations, getting adequate power supply and in 
locating where the rent is reduced. They also have different experiences in their abilities 
to embrace new technologies.  

 
Discussion of Findings 

Entrepreneurs in Lagos state agreed that young entrepreneurs in textile and clothing 
establishments have problems with power supply. This is in accordance with the words of Ikpe and 
Onwe (2007) who explained that where this power is available, erratic power supplies exists which 
disrupt production plans and invariably lead to the entrepreneurs' not meeting market demands. While 
young textile and clothing entrepreneurs in Lagos state are trying to locate where there is consistent 
power supply, they also try to locate where the rents are reduced. Entrepreneurs in Lagos state of 
course, agreed that young textile and clothing entrepreneurs are unable to locate where rent is 
reduced. This may be because of the high costs of rents in Lagos state or because Samson and Little 
(1998) emphasized that decision regarding the right place to locate a new establishment carry 
considerable risks and Inegbenebor (2006) stressed that the location of a business is vital to its 
performance. May be the entrepreneurs still have access to places where rents were reduced but such 
places might affect their sales and therefore affect the performance of their establishment. Some areas 
where the rents are low could have bad roads to transport goods and that is why entrepreneurs in 
Lagos state agreed that young textile and clothing entrepreneurs have problems with bad roads to 
transport goods. This is in accordance with the words of Ikpe and Onwe (2007) who explained that 
they may not locate in major cities, rather they locate where the rents are reduced and the roads 
available to transport their goods. Young entrepreneurs could have also gone for loans to enable them 
to locate in good places even when the rents are high but entrepreneurs in Lagos state agreed that 
these individuals have less number of years to accumulate capital or assets to be used as collateral for 
loans. 

Textile and clothing entrepreneurs where of the view that young textile and clothing 
entrepreneurs have advanced knowledge of the latest technology to be used in their productions 
against the words of Ikpe and Onwe (2007) who emphasized that small business enterprises are more 
vulnerable to failures due to changes in technology. Ikpe and Onwe (2007) pointed out that each day, 
advances in science and technology flood the market place making existing products and processes 
become obsolete. Entrepreneurs in Lagos state do not see this as a problem to young textile and 
clothing entrepreneurs because this group of individuals use these technologies more effectively than 
older entrepreneurs. It may be better to accept the point made by Middlesex University (2009) that the 
main problems facing young entrepreneurs include access to technology. These young entrepreneurs 
might not have access to them due to their high costs of acquisition but they can use them effectively 
if they were made available to them.   

 
It was accepted that challenges that can affect the progress of the young entrepreneurs' 

establishments can make them to lose confidence in such businesses. This was against the words of 
Andrews, Ingersoll, and Warnock, (2009) who stated that the youths are committed to their vision—
even in the face of daunting odds. Entrepreneurs in Lagos state were also of the view that when young 
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textile and clothing entrepreneurs encounter difficulties in their operating environment, they easily 
quit the industry. This was in support of the words of Ikpe and Onwe (2007) who pointed out that 
when some businesses encounter difficulties in their operating environment, the entrepreneurs easily 
close down the businesses. Ikpe and Onwe (2007) were of the view that some businesses close down 
easily as a result of their size and nature and mainly because of their low start-up costs. Andrews et al 
(2009) explained that young entrepreneurs are strategic and persistent, they also stressed that 
entrepreneurs are innovative and determined individuals that are driven to solve complex problems. 
All these features of the young entrepreneurs not with standing, textile and clothing entrepreneurs 
accepted that they quit the industry when they encounter difficulties in their operating environment. It 
was accepted that unemployed young textile and clothing entrepreneurs are poor. This is because 
unemployment, according to Okorie (2000), is a serious problem in Nigeria, which is always higher 
among young persons than among adults for a good number of reasons. Once a young person is 
unemployed, poverty comes with its debilitating conditions which include hopelessness, drug abuse, 
crime, and lack of skills, and, according to Young Americas Business Trust (2009) these conditions 
most severely affect young people under thirty.  

 Due to the high cost of rents in Lagos state, it was accepted that young entrepreneurs in the 
state can be assisted by house owners by reducing rents for them. If this strategy is adopted in Lagos 
state, it will go a long way in reducing the money spent by these young entrepreneurs in their 
establishments thereby reducing the money they spend on their establishments. Stargazer Foundation 
(2009) suggested that companies can donate warrants to charity; these warrants could be in the form 
of business locations beside their companies, something that does not cost them anything to give. 
Even when rents are reduced for young textile and clothing entrepreneurs in Lagos state, 
entrepreneurs in Lagos state were of the view that lack of power supply constitutes a problem to 
young entrepreneurs in the state. That is why these entrepreneurs accepted that another strategy for 
meeting the challenges they face is provision of adequate power supply. In support of this, Ikpe and 
Onwe (2007) stated that power supply from the public source in Nigeria is usually erratic and 
unreliable. They advised entrepreneurs to go for generators that are capable of carrying the machines 
in their establishments. This of course, increases the young entrepreneurs' expenditures in their 
establishments and so the public power source should just be made constant. 
 Entrepreneurs in Lagos state rejected the fact that young entrepreneurs accessing modern 
technology is a good strategy for meeting their challenges. A more effective use of Information 
Technology can benefit most firms; but entrepreneurs do not see this as a problem. These young 
people are usually assumed to be more knowledgeable in this area than older entrepreneurs. This is 
why Middlesex University (2009) pointed out that young people are more likely to be familiar and 
competent in the rudiments of Information Technology operation, even when external advisers still 
see considerable scope for its further development. Middlesex University (2009) also added that most 
businesses have access to the Internet, which is used in a variety of ways, but primarily for marketing 
purposes. With these, textile and clothing entrepreneurs do not see access to technology as a strategy 
for meeting challenges of young entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments in the state. 

For the hypothesis using table 4 above, since the t-cal is less than the t-tab in items 3, and 7, the 
null hypothesis was not rejected for each of them. In these items, there was no significant difference 
between the facility and infrastructural challenges faced by young female entrepreneurs and young 
male entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments. Items numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 had t-
calculated values above t- tabulated; in these items the null hypothesis was rejected. These items show 
that there was a significant difference in the facility and infrastructural challenges of young male 
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entrepreneurs and young female entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments in Lagos state.  
That means that in these items, sex determines the kind of facility and infrastructural challenges faced 
by young entrepreneurs in textile and clothing establishments in the state.  
 
Conclusion  

Four infrastructural and facility challenges faced by young entrepreneurs in textile and 
clothing establishments in Lagos state were identified. Three influence of the challenges on the young 
entrepreneurs and on their textiles and clothing establishments in Lagos state were also identified, 
while two strategies for meeting the infrastructural and facility challenges of young entrepreneurs in 
textiles and clothing establishments in Lagos state were also established. It was also recognised that 
there were significant differences in four infrastructural and facility challenges faced by young male 
entrepreneurs and young female entrepreneurs in Lagos state. It becomes imperative that when these 
challenges are identified, strategies for meeting them should be adopted in the society so that young 
textile and clothing entrepreneurs will continue to meet up with the demands of their customers and 
be able to expand and make progress in their establishments in Nigeria. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the findings, it is recommended that: 
1.    government should make sure that entrepreneurs do not pay excessive rents for  their business 

areas to house and land owners in Nigeria. 
2.    power supplies should be made constant in Nigeria in order to reduce costs                     

of productions for entrepreneurs in the nation.  
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